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RETELL Strategy Implementation in the Classroom

	Teacher
	Kristen Perrault

	Content Area / 
Grade Level
	ELA/ grade 3

	Unit 
	Writing

	Content Objectives
	SL 3.2 , W3.2

Determine supporting details by watching a video.

Write a paragraph with 3 details from the video

	Language Objectives
	SWBAT write a paragraph telling 3 facts learned about lions from the video. 
Language Objective Differentiation for Proficiency Levels:

Writing L4- take notes

Writing L2- produce sentences from word wall

Writing L3- string related sentences together

	Strategy
	Write Around Strategy

	Brief explanation of how the strategy was used
	I used the National Geographic Crittercam video on Lion’s Den.   

http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/kids/animals-pets-kids/wild-detectives-kids/wd-ep9-lionsden/
The video was very engaging. I stopped the video to give all kids a chance to write details as we were watching the video. I also clarified that the animal wasn’t getting hurt when they used a tranquilizer gun in order to be able to put the collar on the lion. During the writing I noticed that all students were able to use their notes to help them write a sentence. As a class we wrote a topic sentence and clincher sentence together. I also used a starter sentence, I learned_____ to remind them to write a fact they learned. The write around strategy helped the ELLs by allowing them the opportunity to write the same sentence if necessary to each paper that came in front of them, as long as the detail wasn’t already written down. This allowed them to write without pressure. I set the timer, and allowed kids to talk if they didn’t understand the sentence that was written prior. This allowed kids to ask questions.

	Reflection: How and why was the strategy effective?  What might you change for next time?

	I would continue to use this strategy.  I used it two separate times. I gave them about 5 minutes to write each sentence. I also had them raise their right hand with the paper in it, so that the papers were passed appropriately. By using the timer, and setting it for 5 minutes, it provided enough time for all kids to write. No one was rushed and the class remained calm during this process. I noticed that the kids weren’t complaining about writing. It didn’t seem to be as difficult a task, as if I had asked them to write a paragraph including 3 details on their own. I think it will be a great strategy to continue to use. I would increase the number of sentences. I also would just let the kids pass papers in their groups, instead of trying to keep it an even number. I moved kids’ desks to make it an even number so kids wouldn’t be writing on the same paper two times. Now, I think it would be okay for the kids to get the same paper more than one time. I have mostly groups of four, five, or six kids. I wouldn’t pass more than four to five times because then I noticed it gets to be a long time. I may vary by having kids write 2 sentences for maybe 8 minutes, and see how that goes. I could also keep my ELLs only at a group, and have them write one sentence each time, while the rest of the class writes 2 sentences each time. On one day I tried the strategy I had an additional amount of time, and I used the write around strategy followed by the cut and grow. This was also a great strategy. I will certainly continue to use this strategy in my class. When I used it with a fiction story, the kids had more difficulty reading each other’s sentences. I’m not sure if this is because it was the first time using the strategy? As the students gain more experience I think I’ll use the cut and grow strategy more often with their own writing.


