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RETELL Strategy Implementation in the Classroom

	Teacher
	S Hudson

	Content Area / 

Grade Level
	Reading -Grade 3 Special Ed.

	Unit 
	Thanksgiving (Grammar skills)

	Content Objectives
	3.RL.4-  Demonstrate the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral language. (SWBAT: create synonyms for the vocabulary word plentiful)

	Language Objectives
	SWBAT: discuss with partner and write possible synonyms/words for the word plentiful

Language Objective Differentiation for Proficiency Levels:

· Speaking Domain:

· Level 2- students can restate the synonyms chosen for the word plentiful

· Level 3- students will explain what synonyms are

	Strategy 
	WORD WHEEL

	Brief explanation of how the strategy was used
	· preview November word wall

· read poem “Cornucopia”

· discuss targeted vocabulary word plentiful (reread the sentence containing the word plentiful)

· students will be asked to think about words that could be used that mean the same as plentiful (synonyms)

· students will partner talk and make a list of possible synonyms 

· Word Wheel - as a group generated lesson on teacher template we will create the word wheel with words synonymous with plentiful

	Reflection: How and why was the strategy effective?  What might you change for next time?


	I like this strategy and I felt the students were engaged and comfortable with their partners. After the completion of the word wheel they were more familiar with the targeted word and the synonyms they chose.  I have been doing several lessons/activities and building schema related to Thanksgiving and I was very impressed that one student remembered the word “abundance” and chose that word.

To increase my ELLs’ engagement and interaction, the next time I try this strategy, I would probably start with a vocabulary word that has more of a selection for possible synonyms and then increase to more challenging words (the students were able to come up with 4 synonyms for the targeted vocabulary word).


