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RETELL Strategy Implementation in the Classroom

	Teacher
	Kristen Perrault

	Content Area / 
Grade Level
	ELA/ grade 3

	Unit 
	Folktales

	Content Objectives
	RL 3.2

Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.

	Language Objectives
	SWBAT retell the key ideas and details in the story using the words greedy, lesson, and folktale

	Strategy 
	7 Step Vocabulary

	Brief explanation of how the strategy was used
	The Fat Cat: A Danish Folktale by: Jack Kent- Level I guided reading text

7 Step Words

Neighbor (page 5)- Noun- Person who lives near another

Kid friendly- People who live next to each other.

“She had some business with a neighbor woman and asked the cat if he would look after the gruel while she was gone.”

My neighbor is ________

Gracious (p. 17) – adjective- characterized by charm, good taste, and generosity of spirit

Kid friendly- fancy way of being nice

“And they, too, said to him, “Gracious! What have you been eating, my little cat?”
I can be gracious by _______

Greedy- adjective- wanting to eat or drink no more than one can reasonably consume

Kid friendly- want more than you should have

I am greedy when I ask for ________.

Lesson- noun- the significance of a story or event

Kid friendly- what you learn from reading

The lesson I learned is ________.

Folktale- noun- a tale circulated by word of mouth among common folk

Kid- friendly- story told by talking only

I’d like to tell _____ about The Fat Cat Folktale.

Writing sentence frames
1. In the beginning the cat was _______. (hungry)

2. Then the cat ate ______. (gruel, the woman, the pot)

3. The cat also ate _______. (people)

4. He started to get _____. (fat)

5. Then the woodcutter used his ____ to help the cat. (axe)

6. The lesson is the cat was _______. (greedy)



	Reflection: How and why was the strategy effective?  What might you change for next time?

	This strategy allowed the ELLS a chance to speak in complete sentences. I noticed that in a small group of 2 students they were more verbal than in a group of 8 students. By going over the vocabulary and the lesson of the story first, they were better able to discuss the story at the end. It also allowed me to be more involved during the oral language step of the 7 step process.
By providing the vocabulary ahead of time they were able to understand the lesson of the story. They were able to speak about the lesson of the story because they knew the words to use. I really saw a huge improvement in the oral language skills of the students by using the 7 step vocabulary strategy. Next time I would try an easier text. I do think for the first time using the 7 steps process that it went well and I immediately saw a benefit. However, I think the text was difficult. Yes, it is a text students should be familiar with, but next time I might try a different text.


***See corresponding PowerPoint***
