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mentation in the Classroom

	Teacher
	Erin Affronti


	Content Area / 

Grade Level
	4th grade (reading on levels ranging from Kindergarten to 2nd grade)/Students are introduced to goal: write an opinion piece on text supporting a point of view with reasons and information.


	Unit 

(Topic or Skill)
	Students are introduced to goal: write an opinion piece on text supporting a point of view with reasons and information.

	Content Objectives
	RL.4.1 Key Ideas and Details-Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

RL.4.3 Key Ideas and details- Describe in depth character, setting or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text

W4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.


	Strategy 

(Name or Type)
	RAFT (Role, Audience, Format, Topic)

	Language Objectives
	SL4. Comprehension and Collaboration- Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners on grade 4 topic and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

SL4.2 Comprehension and Collaboration- Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

Language Objective Differentiation for Proficiency Levels:

Sentence starters are posted in the room and students decide which are appropriate to use and apply them when responding to a question or talking with a partner.

Sentence frames are provided to students from simple to complex for responding to RAFT. 

Visuals and reference back to the story are also utilized when answering the comprehension questions, lexical arrays and word wheels.

RAFT is available.

	Brief explanation of how the strategy was used
	1. RAFT is explained to students. Role (friend of Charlie Bucket), Audience (Mr. Willy Wonka), Format (a letter), Topic (explain why Charlie is the best choice to inherit the factory, and Language Function (persuasive).

2. Format of a letter is shown to the students with sentence frames to help them write and focus on the content of the story.

3. Language Function is to persuade Mr. Willy Wonka that Charlie is the best choice to inherit the factory.  Students need to think back to what actions Charlie showed and what character traits he revealed to support their answer.

4. Students practice by filling in their sentence frames, applying word wheels and lexical arrays as necessary, and referring back to RAFT.

	Reflection: How and why was the strategy effective?  What might you change for next time?


	The RAFT strategy helped to make the content comprehensible to my ELL students in my classroom because it provided another way for students to engage with the material.   To persuade you have to provide evidence from the text and to answer this question students have to look back to their inference notes.  I think the strategy along with the other strategies put into place help students focus on the content and not get caught up with vocabulary or writing mechanics.

The RAFT strategy helped my ELLs in the classroom produce academic language and discourse because it exposed them more to the academic language of the story and therefore gave them a greater understand of the core concept of the lesson.  Also the use of the think, pair, share, with practicing the writing about the content really provided the students the tools they needed to be able to engage in conversation about the text.

The next time I use this strategy I think I might try to somewhat incorporate the language experience approach at the end to review and put together the best piece of writing as a team.



The following is the lesson sequence, I thought I would include it down here as it may be helpful for others.

30 Minute lesson

1. Students are introduced to goal: write an opinion piece on text supporting a point of view with reasons and information.

2. Students finish listening to the end of the story.  As students read they continue to fill in three column notes and references lexical array and word wheels. 

3. RAFT is explained to students. Role (friend of Charlie Bucket), Audience (Mr. Willy Wonka), Format (a letter), Topic (explain why Charlie is the best choice to inherit the factory, and Language Function (persuasive).

4. Sentence starters, character trait charts, lexical arrays, and word wheels are gone over with students.

5. Students write their piece using RAFT and other available strategies.

6. Students share with partners and share with group.
















