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mentation in the Classroom

	Teacher
	Erin Affronti

	Content Area / 

Grade Level
	4th grade (reading on levels ranging from Kindergarten to 2nd grade)/ Reading and Writing

	Unit 

(Topic or Skill)
	Set Comprehension 

Purpose:

When we read, we can use what we already know to help us understand what happens in a story.  In this book, Sam acts a certain way.  If we think of how we might act and feel in a similar situation we can better understand Sam’s character.

	Content Objectives
	RL 3.1: Ask and Answer questions to demonstrate understanding of text referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answer

 W3.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.


	Language Objectives
	L.3.3.Knowledge of Language: Use knowledge of Language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading or listening a.Choose words and phrased for effect b.recognize and observe differences between the conventions of spoken and written standard English

SL.3.2 and 3.6 Determine the main ideas and support details of text read aloud or information presented, etc.  Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested details or clarification

Language Objective Differentiation for Proficiency Levels:

Sentence starters are posted in the room and students decide which are appropriate to use and apply them when responding to a question.

Sentence frames are provided to students from simple to complex. As well as the Language Experience Approach.

Visuals and reference back to the story are also utilized when answering the questions.



	Strategy 

(Name or Type)
	Language Experience Approach: Practice, Content Area Samples


	Brief explanation of how the strategy was used
	·  After students read the story I asked the students to talk about their field trip to the museum of science.

· I used the same exact one out of the manual as it fit the situation perfectly:

· A field trip to the Museum of Science

· Going on a field trip to _____ was a great experience.  We had the opportunity to do lots of fun activities.  First we, _______.  After that we, ____________.  Finally, we ___________. Our field trip to the Museum of Science was _____because ___________.  Also no got ______ like Sam in “The Class Trip!”

· I wrote down what the students said.

· I read back to the students what I wrote to be sure it was correct.

· I decided with the learners what changes needed to made.

· We read and reread the story together, tracking together as we read.

	Reflection: How and why was the strategy effective?  What might you change for next time?


	The Language Experience Approach helped to make the content comprehensible to my ELL students in my classroom because it provided another way for students to engage with the material.   Students were able to work together to create a solid paragraph with supporting details, transition words, introduction and conclusion.  I feel that this strategy helped my students to be successful.  I think the strategy along with the other strategies put into place help students focus on the content and not get caught up with vocabulary or writing mechanics.

The Language Experience Approach helped my ELLs in the classroom produce academic language and discourse because it exposed them more to the academic language of the story and therefore gave them a greater understanding of the core concept of the lesson.  Also the use of the thinking and sharing, with practicing the writing together about the content really provided the students the tools they needed to be able to engage in conversation about the text.
The next time I use this strategy I think I might try to incorporate a word wheel to enrich vocabulary.




The following is the lesson sequence, I thought I would include it down here as it may be helpful for others.

Lesson Sequence:

Hook:

How would you feel if you got lost on your class trip to the museum?  

This story is called “The Class Trip.” In this story we will read about Sam and his class field trip to the zoo.   

Pre-teach:

(“Before we begin reading I want to show you a few tricky (sight or vocabulary) words”) 

A. Vocabulary
A. Chimps
B. Flowers
C. Chatter
B. Sight
A. They’re
Model Word Solving Skill:

Review lips this fish, chunky monkey and eagle eye.  Don’t forget to read with expression!  We are going to see comma’s in the story.  When you see a comma you pause or take a breath in the sentence.  

Model Word Solving Skill:
Student models example.

Set Comprehension 

Purpose:

When we read, we can use what we already know to help us understand what happens in a story.  In this book, Sam acts a certain way.  If we think of how we might act and feel in a similar situation we can better understand Sam’s character.

Read:

SW begin whisper reading as I circulate and listen in/ provide feedback on getting the first few sounds of the word, rereading to problem solve words and using meaning.

1) When the class stops to look at the chimps, Sam wants to stay there.  Why do you think Sam wants to continue looking at the chimps.
2) Why do you think the teacher wants the group to stay together?  What might happen if the children don’t stay together?
3) How does it feel to get lost?  How do you think Sam felt when he couldn’t find his class?
Lets write a paragraph about a field trip you have gone on or would like to go one.  Give three details about the trip and wrap it up.  Use the open response graphic organizer.  Students just had gone on a field trip to the Museum of Science.











